Ban Bus Leaflet text for translation. For paragraph 1 please change text that fits your country if I have not already done so. If you can not do this, we are in the process of making all the texts now. Hopefully done by end of next week.

1.

Bosnia & Herzegovina

We welcome Bosnia and Herzegovina commitment to banning cluster bombs and the announcement that they will sign the Convention on Cluster Munitions in Oslo on 3 December. This is the only path that will bring about the end of this weapon system that has maimed and killed innocent civilians during the time of attacks and years after wars have ended.

Bosnia and Herzegovina still holds stockpiles of cluster munitions and has been affected by cluster bombs from the war that lasted from 1992 until 1995. There have been nearly 100 cluster bomb casualties, a majority during the strikes.

The world is turning their back on cluster bombs, and Bosnia and Herzegovina is a leader in this historic process.

2. 

STOP KILLING CIVILIANS
BAN CLUSTER BOMBS NOW!

3. 

What are cluster bombs?
Cluster bombs are essentially bigger bombs with dozens or several hundred bomblets inside which are either dropped from the air by aircraft or shot out by artillery, rockets, and missile systems. Submunitions released by airdropped cluster bombs are most often called “bomblets”. Cluster bombs are often used to destroy multiple targets, and they are often deployed in tens of thousands over small areas.

What’s the problem with this weapon?
They cause two major humanitarian problems and risks to civilians. First, their widespread dispersal means they cannot distinguish between military targets and civilians so the humanitarian impact can be extreme, especially when the weapon is used in or near populated areas. Many submunitions fail to detonate on impact and become de facto antipersonnel mines killing and maiming people long after the conflict has ended. These duds are more lethal than antipersonnel mines; incidents involving submunition duds are much more likely to cause death than injury.

Who has used cluster munitions?
At least 15 countries have used cluster munitions: Eritrea, Ethiopia, France, Georgia, Israel, Morocco, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Russia (USSR), Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Tajikistan, United Kingdom, United States of America, and FR Yugoslavia. A small number of non-state armed groups have used the weapon. Billions of submunitions are stockpiled by some 76 countries. A total of 34 states are known to have produced over 210 different types cluster munitions. More than two dozen countries have been affected by the use of cluster munitions including Afghanistan, Albania, Angola, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Chad, Croatia, DR Congo, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Georgia, Grenada, Iraq, Israel, Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon, Montenegro, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Sudan, Syria, Tajikistan, Uganda, and Vietnam, as well as Chechnya, Falkland/Malvinas, Nagorno-Karabakh, and Western Sahara.

Why is a ban on cluster munitions necessary?
Simply put, cluster munitions kill and injure too many civilians. The weapon caused more civilian casualties in Lebanon in 2006, Iraq in 2003 and Kosovo in 1999 than any other weapon system. Cluster munitions stand out as the weapon that poses the gravest dangers to civilians since antipersonnel mines, which were banned in 1997. Yet there is currently no provision in international law to specifically address problems caused by cluster munitions. 

What is the Oslo Process?
In February 2007, 46 governments met in Oslo to endorse a new legally binding instrument in 2008 that prohibits the use, production, transfer and stockpiling of cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians and provide adequate resources to assist survivors and clear contaminated areas. 107 countries negotiated and adopted a treaty that bans cluster bombs and provides assistance to affected communities in May 2008 in Dublin. Norway is inviting all states to come to sign the treaty December 3  2008 in Oslo.
4.

On the road to ban cluster bombs;
1.10 (Wed)
Belgrade, Serbia

3.10 (Fri)
Nis, Serbia

5–6.10 (Sun-Mon)
Skopje, FYR Macedonia

8.10 (Wed)
Thessaloniki, Greece

10.10 (Fri)
Athens, Greece.

18 (Sat)
Istanbul, Turkey

21-22.10 (Tue-Wed)
Bucharest. Romania

24.10 (Fri)
Sofia, Bulgaria

28-29.10 (Tue-Wed)
Sarajevo, Bosnia & 

Herzegovina

30.11 (Thu)
Zagreb, Croatia

31.10 (Fri)
Padua, Italy

3.11 (Mon)
Geneva. Switzerland.

5.11 (Wed)
Stuttgart, Germany

7.11 (Fri)
Vienna, Austria

10.11 (Mon)
Bratislava, Slovakia

12.11 (Weds)
Katowice, Poland.

14-15.11 (Fri-Sat)
Warsaw, Poland.

18.11 (Tue)
Vilnius, Lithuania.

20-21.11 (Thu-Fri)
Riga, Latvia.

24-25.11 (Mon-Tue)
Tallinn, Estonia.

26-28.11 (Wed -Fri)
Helsinki, Finland.

30.11-1.12 (Sun-Mon)
Stockholm, Sweden

2.12 (Tue).
Oslo, Norway

5. 

John Rodsted, Main Speaker. 
Mette Eliseussen, Director. 
Daniel Barty, Media Officer.


Branislav Kapetanovic, Ban Advocates. Susan Hensel, CMC.  
Dejan Dikic, Ban Advocates  
Sladjen Vuckovi, Ban Advocates

6. 

The Ban Bus is an advocacy initiative. The ultimate goal is to convince as many European states as possible to join the Convention on Cluster Munitions when it is opened for signature on 3 December 2008 in Oslo, Norway.  Covering 20 states and 10 000 kilometres, the Ban Bus is building support for a total ban of cluster bombs.
